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As the story opens three boyhood friends and partners
Bob Kings ton, Frank Carson and Jimmie Jdanning _ha ve just con
cluded the sale of a mine which they jointly own to a la~ge

mining syndicate.This deal has brought them to their rainbow's
--~~~~-- ~~~ y~ars of untiring struggle with the desert wastes.

Bob and Frank have loved Mary,,,immie's sister since.
they were boys together and when they had left the home bown
to seek their fortune they had promised each other that when
the day came for her to choose between them, the loser Nould
remain as a friend. And that time had now come.Even now mary
was speeding to them a~ withner arrival they would know
the ir fate.

While the two Kre standing occupied by these thou. hts,
Jim- ie, a weakling, who B<;>b and Frank had hoped to reform for
Mary's sake, sneaks away and makes for town to ~et on his usual
drunk at the Black Raven, the leadi~ den of irrquity of the bor
der town of rrexicano. Discove""ing Jimmie's absence and knowing
where he is bound Bob leaves at orlce for town so as to prevent
Jimmie from ~etting drunk as his sister will arrive in the ~orn

ing.
Bob arrives at the Black Raven to find Jimmie already

well started on his drunk and the only way he cnn p,et him away
is to knock him cold, which he does and then carr'ies him over to
the hotel and puts him to bed so that he can sober up.

Frank has also arrived in town and it can be seen that
troubled thoughts assail him as he goes towards a small cottage
where lives Conchita a fiery young senorita who lives with her
old father. Here is where Frank has sought secret amusement,
and he now wishes to break off the affair, since Mary is 30ln to
arrive. Although it his intention to tell her pointblank that
their affair i~ at an end, he leaves without fulfilling his mis
sion as he realizes that this girl is madly in love with him and
dangerous and must be handled wit~ kid gloves.

The following morming Mury arrives and as bob an~
Frank escort her to the 110tel they cn 'ounter a crowd &'"athered.
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there and the tragic news is given to them th~t Jimmie's body
has just been brought in from the ~oncho road, dead. His horse
had come into town t~e saddle empty and streaked with blood,
and the sheriff had gone to investtgate and found the body of
the unfortun~te boy lying in the middle of the road. And \'hat
is more Bob is accused of having killed him. His fight with
Ji~~ie on the Drevious evening in saloon is brought up and the
crowd filled ~i th blood-ll.1-st are in a mood for hangilF', but the
sheriff manages to get Bob away and'to the jail in time to avoid
lynchinl:!,.

The mob hO'.'/ever aGain forms and the sheriff dee inr that
his prisoner will not be safe in the small jail in town, ma~es

nlans to take hi~ to the state penitentiary which is located i~

the middle of the de~ert a short distance from ~exicano. fhe
place is one of tho~e hell-holes of tho ~ld rizona dnys.

A strange change has come 2bout in Frank. Instead of
trying to help one who is ~is pal, he secretly incites t~e mob
against Bob. Also he diplomatically condemns Bob in Mary s eyes,
as t~e girl w~o really loves B9b can ot believe him guilty. The
crowd, leurn1n~ b~ the sheriff s intentions to remove the urisoner
form nbout the jail, but the sheriff start Q to take Bob out the
back way. Bob, brol~enhearted and nor, cc.rinrr f::>r his life, brea'..rs
away from the sheriff and rushin~ out faces the ~ob and tcl~~

them to ta~e him. ~he sheriff thinkin~ his urisoner has ~one mad
is forced t:) knock him O'J.t and drag him back into the jail, and

- f'i:na.1._y-ne--~t-~ hi m away and starts :for t~e peni tentiary.
In the meantime, Gonchita who seems to have a secret

hold on vurson since the tragedy learns th9t Frank is dealing
double with her and she ~oes to ~ary and ma~es a confession t~at

it was no t Bob, but Frank Carson W1'1.0 killed her bDDther. 'rha t
JimGie havinv learned of their affair had denounced Carson for
havinf carried on the affair while nrofessing to love his si<..ter
and Carson had tilled him to close his mouth fa that he could
not communica te news of his affair to ll'iary, Ins tantly Mary notifie s
the sheriff. I

In the meantime, Carson has gone to the penitentiary
to f!et Bob's ei.gnature to the rapers which will. complete the sale
of tJ:le mine. While he is there the warden tell.s him th~)t he has
just received a telephone cal from the sheriff, tn ho-d him u,til
fur-ther nntice. Garson panic-stricken as all guilty men are and
believing thut his guilt has been found out tries to bluff his
way out but is put in a cell which haprens to be the next to Bob's.

The prisoner that had formerly occupied that cell that
Rrank now occupies had Just about made plans to escape whtm he was
Dardoned but before heleft, he managed to c offi;"unicu te th s fae t
to Bob, and the latter was Just removi~g the tone that lead into
the ad.ioini~Q' cell when Frank 'NaS placed therei!l. POl'" a mo:nC'lt
as the two looked into each other's eyes, Frank was tarried but
he managed to conceal his feelings from the pal he had so fouly
cheated, and told Bob that he was arrested because he resented
the words of one who had called him(Bob) a nurder~r. Believin~

that Mary loves Frank, Bob gives up his chance to escape and turns
his opportunity over to Fr~nk. Just as he is ~elpin~ him to es
cape the sheriff and oos~e arrive and Bob is be~ildered when he
learns the truth-the trea.chery of Frank and the f8ct th·-,t he has
heloed the real murderer to escape.He pleads to be out on his honor



i~ order to get Frank, tItis is granted him and he goes ~fter

Frank and after a fight captlITes and brings him back.
So justice is done and Bob received his reward

in Mary and the wealth that the mine brin~s.
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• the ~tory OptHUI three boyhood rPiencia aad Ptl'.rtne!'
Bob K1n~.ton. Frr,nk Ua1'tlO'n and J1D1Jll :bnn11lg have Ju t oon-
o1.udad the. ao.1e O£. n zn1.ne .h1ch th Jolnt.ly own to 1 ,e
minlng 8yn~loote.Th1e deal ha brought t e to theb' ra1.bbow'.
nd afUy' y,a1"8 or untlrlnv: ~ ~ue.gle .1 th t.he de ert _sttla.

BOb Dm ~ nle 1\!l\t6 lQV cl ry,,; 10'. 81at r a1no .
the,. .ere boya togethett am hen they had lett th bome IIown
to B tho 11" tortune they had r0lD1eed eaoh otbttl" thQ t "hen
the d "1 e for her' to ohooso bet•• n the., tho 10e r would
remain 88 a b'1. nd. And tb t t1Zlle bad now come. 'Evon now ilary
w • ap ding to the and.1~b her at'"r1val they would know

lr tat••
hi,lo tho two lire .tandlng oooup1ed by t .e thoughts,

.1lm"'\8, • weakling, who iiob and F'N.nk t.d hoped to tona for
" • .ake, an.aka a.a,. and m Ire. tor town to t on hi. ullual

drw1k at the 8laok R ven, the loadlnp: d n of lrtlulty or tb b0r
der town ot . xl0 n • Dlaoov .. lng J1aD1o t e abllenoe and kU'1w1ng
Y I"G he 1. bound Bob 10 vea t onoe tor town 80 &a to pJ8Vent
Js.nle trom ~ttl drunk a. hi. al.tor w1l1 an-iva in the Morn
in~.

Bob arrlve. t tho laok R ven to f1nd oJ· already
11 ltal' d on hi. drunk and the only way he oan ~ t him a. y

1. to mook hllll .old, whloh h doel and thon ()a1"r1e. h1m overt&
the botel aDd puta b1 to bed 10 th& t he oan 80b r UP.

frank hal a180 a1"1"1v d ln tawn nd it 0 n ~ Scun that
troubled tbOught.....il 11m be goes tow rd. a amall ootta
W N lives Oon hlta a tl r)'"WIg enorl" who ltv ••1~ her
old fa er. ,. II wb ~ nk h 80u@t. eret u t,
and DOW wlah _ to bre Ie otr the aft 11", 81noo ry 11 O"D to

rtr1ve. 1thou It hi. lntention to tell hor polntblank that
their .tralr l~ • t an nd, he lo.ve. wU:bout tulfl111n,:t hill 1.
.lon •• ft1t reall.e. that thl. g1rl 1. dl ln 1.. ,,1 th hi and
dangeroua all1 lIN t handled "ith kid 10....

followlJ1R 0 1118 Mary al'l'1v•• and a. ob and
Prank e.oort her to t otel tb., lIl'Ount.,. a orowd . therod
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thaN and th tragi. a 18 Rlv n to th tbu t "-1e' a body
baa Juat be n bl"o ht 1n from tb ~onoho road, dead. H1 hoI'
had 00 e Into town th ..ddle pt)' and atrea ad with blo04,

nd tho herItt 4 to In... t and to d th body or
tho unrortunat. boy ly1 1n t.be 14418 ot the 1'0 d. nd t
1 rno ob 18 aoouaed of' h vl11.F. kill d ~:1m. H1s fIt w1 th
J 10 on the vl0 6venln in oaloon 1s OrOU€_lt up n1 the
orowe1 tillod *lth blooo-lust re in ~ 1.000 for han in -. but th
abel'l.fr • to t Hob Ii.}' nd to thO jail 1n t1 (J to old
lynohln~.

the mob iLO~OV r l in forms and the sheriff dee'ln that
hie r-riaoner will not be ttute in • .-11 jnil 1 town, m \(ee

1 na to take h1~ t':i th tate periltont1 ry hloh 1s located in
the middle of the de~ert a 0 ort dlst noe r~ Texlaano. rhe
pl oe 18 on of tho~'''' holl- oles of tht) jlr! Arlzo1ll1 days.

A atran ohD.nge hn8 oome about 1 Frank. Instead of
tryin~ to help one who 18 h.1 pal,' seorotly incitea the mob

Inet Bob. Also he diplomatioally oondemn Bob In try's yea,
as the girl w~o roally love ~b oan at bellov him guilty.The
orowd, le~lrnlnsr" the eherlft' a lnt nt10n to 1'HtI;(WO the p~l oner
form ubout the ja11_ but the .har1tr starts to t ko ~ob out the
baok wOY. 8ob, bro~ nhearted Qnd not o&i.l'lOR r"r' h1s l.1f • brea~.

aw 'Y from the sherltf and ruah1~ out r 0 IS the OQ tolls
them to ta~ him. The sherifr thinkln~ ni~ prisoner ha one mad
1e forced to knook nl out. and dr I him back into tho jail, and
finn j he ts him away nn~ etartB for the penitent! rye

In he moant1lD8_ (;onohlta who 80m. to have fl .eol'et.
hold on C r on 81noe th tragedy 1 rna tho t J4'1-ank 18 dell1 ng
double w1 th her and she 00 to 14 ry and m \(6(1 a oonfe.sion thQ. t
it ••• not Bob, but Frank ~ raon who killed her ther. l~t

J1mnle havlnp; 1e rned of their aff 11' had d nOWloed OareOn tor
hav1n. oarrl a on the affatr 11e ~P&t.a-&tru; to lo~ h1s1.:..-ter
and Car on hac! killed h1ll to 010 • hle aoutn 1'0 tba t he ot)ulc.!
not 0 unleate 116 • of his attair to ....n.lnstantly ry notifies
he .herltt.

10 the m nttmo. Careon baAs ~one to the penltentlnry
to $tot Bob's .1: ~ ntur to the paper. which w11 1. oomplo the a.le
of t,.O mine. Whlle h.e 1a there the warden telle h1m tn~ t ho baa
just reo 1ved a telepbon cal from the .ber1tt, to ho d him \,l•. tt1
tuf't.be:r n'Jt.lo • (;_r.on panlo-atr:\oken as all guilty en art) and
beli vlng thllt his guilt ba. been to\.U'Jd out tries to bluft his
way out but 18 put 1n a 11 1Ib1oh hap ene to b the nox t to Dob' •

The priaon r that had formerly occupiod th t 0 11 that_DIr now oooul"iea had just about d plana to asoape hun hG wa.
rdoned but beto h lett, b an Red ~o 0 ,W11oa te this r_e t

to Bob, and ~e latter wa. just r oVi~ tho tone thflt lead into
the a4jo1nl 0 11 whon n1r •• plaoed therein. For a IDOMont
.a th two 100 4 Into oh other t " ., Frank... terri.ed but
be to conoeal hi t ll~. from the pal b had 80 touly
o ated, lind told b th t h wa. arreat d oooause he a.,n d
the worcSa of one who bad oall d hi (Bob) a urd rare .6ellevln~

t r"J love. Pr k, Uob i • up hi. ohano to ••oape and turna
hi. opportunity oyer to ank. Jus t aa h 1. helpln hi to a
cape the aherltt and os e arrive and Bob 18 wil( ered when
1 DB the truth-' tr••ohery ot k and the t ot thr. t h has
helped tb real .W'derer to ••cape.Be pl ada to be put on hi honor

...
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in order to get ., th18 1. gran ed him and go 8 , tte.-
ant nd ntte... tip. 0 ptur • aDd brings b ek.

oJ"'. t1 1. done and . b l'eo.1v 4 hi. J-eWard
1n ry and the. lth tbat the 108 bringe.

I
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"AR 311925
REQUEST FOR RETURN OF COPYRIGHT DEPOSITS

Dat ed at W.a.shingt.on.. --D-,-C-~--- ------------------

__~P: ?~~_, , ~9---~-~

Register of Copyrights,
Library of Congress,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

The undersigned claimant of copyright in t~e work herein named,

deposited in the Copyright Office and duly registered for copyright pro-

tection, requests the return to him under the provisions of sections 59 and

60 of the Act of March 4, 1909, of one or both of the deposited copies of the

__.__.•~_~.!R-_Q_~_9.:-:P:l._~ : enti tled ------.------------------------------------ .. -----------

"THl; »lPTY SAD.DL~"....... -- _- -- - - - -_ -_ .. _-_ - -_ ---_ -- .. -_ -.- ._ _.- ..

jeposited in the Copyright Office on ~9~---;?:l.-~-~- .. ---l-~~-;5-~-------------------and registered

under Class , XXc., No ©Ct-l---2--!-~~~-"I-·

If this request can be granted you are asked and authorized to send

the said copy or copies to me at the following address :---------------------------------------------------------:.-----

VITAGRAPH INC.________________________________________________________ - ---- -------- -f--
_____________________________________________________________________________ . or

to .. ------. . _-_ __ -_ --_ __ -- - .

(l'ept .. 1 !l~4 -;,Of)

aL... ..... .9?!l}lewJe>;eel AVe1J,u,e..w.z,u:,:.'. .'m...... mm

Signe ----- --.--- ---- ---- -- -- -------------------.----.. ... --
. (Claimant7J7rY

~t8' 8 He/V
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